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100 Years Klöckner & Co 
 
Klöckner & Co � the largest mill-independent steel and metal distributor in the whole 
European and North American market � celebrates its centenary in 2006. The core 
business of the Klöckner & Co Group is the stockholding and distribution of steel and non-
ferrous metals. About 200,000 active customers are served through about 240 sales units 
in 14 European countries and in North America. With about 10,000 employees, the 
enterprise achieved a turnover of about five billion euros in the financial year 2005 and, 
since 28th June 2006 � exactly 100 years after its foundation � it has been listed on the 
stock exchange. Since its foundation, the company's headquarters have been based in the 
City of Duisburg in Germany.  
 
For more than a hundred years now, trade has been the main activity of Klöckner & Co. 
Here, the core competence right from the start was in the distribution of steel and metals. 
In addition, over the last 100 years, there have also been diversifications in the range of 
trading activities. Thus, the company traded at times in crude oil, chemicals and building 
materials, was active in the field of transport and constructed industrial plants all over the 
world.  
 
The firms Klöckner Werke AG, also founded by Peter Klöckner (in 1923), and Klöckner 
Humboldt Deutz AG  - now Deutz AG - (founded 1938) were for many years closely 
associated with Klöckner & Co. Today these companies are legally and commercially 
independent and have no company law connection with the Klöckner & Co Group. 
 
The strength of Klöckner & Co has always been its closeness to the customer. In its 
foundation year 1906, the first branches were already opened in Cologne und Düsseldorf. 
In the 1920s and 1930s, the trading enterprise founded its first branches in Europe, South 
and North America and established its own foreign operations department. After the death 
of Peter Klöckner in 1940, his heirs, the Henle family, managed the firm. Under their 
management, after the legal separation from Klöckner-Werke AG and Klöckner Humboldt 
Deutz AG in the 1950s, Klöckner & Co developed into a strongly diversified trading 
enterprise, while steel and metal trading remained the core business. Since the end of the 
1960s, the firm has deliberately expanded its stockholding steel trade and, in the 1970s, 
opened the first Steel Service Centre. Orientation to the wishes of the customer and 
partnership with suppliers became its guiding principle.  
In the late 1980s, with the new owner VIAG AG, came an incisive restructuring. In the 
1990s, under the new management, Klöckner & Co developed into a modern international 
distribution specialist, active in the chemicals and computer sectors, among others.  
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Since 1998, the firm has concentrated again on its traditional core business, the steel and 
metals trade, and has developed into a modern multi metal distributor. Today, the 
Klöckner & Co Group works actively for its customers with its own subsidiaries in all the 
major markets of Europe and North America. 
 
Owned by Lindsay, Goldberg & Bessemer since the end of 2004, the company has been 
launched on the stock exchange exactly 100 years after its foundation. Lindsay, Goldberg 
& Bessemer continues to hold the majority of shares. The stock exchange launch sets a 
clear sign: In times of accelerated consolidation in the steel and steel trading sector, 
Klöckner & Co intends to further expand its leading position as an international 
distribution group and, in this way, to continue its 100-year success story.  
 

 

Contacts: 
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These materials are not for distribution, directly or indirectly, in or into the 
United States (including its territories and outlying areas, any State of the 
United States and the District of Columbia). These materials do not 
constitute or form a part of any offer or solicitation to purchase or 
subscribe for securities. The shares in Klöckner & Co AG (the �Shares�) 
mentioned herein may not be offered or sold in the United States absent 
registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act 
of 1933, as amended (the "Securities Act"). The Shares have not been, and 
will not be, registered under the Securities Act and will not be publicly 
offered anywhere outside Germany. The public offer in Germany will be 
made exclusively by means of and on the basis of a prospectus to be 
published. The securities prospectus will be available free of charge at a 
date yet to be specified.  
 
This press release does not constitute an offer of securities to the public in 
the United Kingdom. This press release is directed only at (i) persons who 
have professional experience in matters relating to investments and who 
fall within Article 19(5) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 
(Financial Promotion) Order 2005 (the "Order") or (ii) persons falling within 
Article 49(2)(a) to (d) (high net worth companies, unincorporated 
associations, etc.) of the Order or to whom it may otherwise lawfully be 
communicated (all such persons together being referred to as "relevant 
persons") or in circumstances in which section 21 of the FSMA does not 
apply to the Company. Any person who is not a relevant person must not 
act or rely on this communication or any of its contents.  Any investment 
or investment activity to which this communication relates is available only 
to relevant persons and will be engaged in only with relevant persons. 
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